RE lesson 2- stained glass windows

Information about stained glass windows in a Catholic church

Stained Glass windows were used in Catholic churches mainly to show scenes from the Bible (particularly
Jesus, Mary and Joseph and other special people) that the illiterate (unable to read or write) masses were
not able to read. The largest, handmade stained glass window is said to be in the Roman Catholic Saint
Mary’s Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption in Covington, Kentucky (USA). It portrays the Council of
Ephesus in 431 AD.

Use one of these two stories to design your own stained glass windows:

Birth of Jesus story

Jesus was born to a woman called Mary who was engaged to Joseph a carpenter in the town of Nazareth in Galilee.
Mary was visited by an angel who told her that she would give birth to a baby called Jesus. Jesus was born in
Bethlehem because Joseph and Mary had travelled there to take part in a census which the Roman rulers had
ordered. When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem the local inn was full with people returning for the census. The
innkeeper let them stay in the rock cave below his house which was used as a stable for animals. It was here that
Mary gave birth to Jesus. Jesus was visited by three wise men from the East who had followed a star to Bethlehem.
The wise men presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. An angel also guided some poor shepherds
to see the birth. For Christians this shows that Jesus came for all people of all backgrounds.

Noah’s ark story

During Noah's lifetime, people were acting very wickedly. This made God unhappy. It made Him sad because people
seemed to be thinking more about themselves than about God. Noah, however, was a good man. He loved and
obeyed God. And God loved Noah very much. God actually loved all the people as much as He loved Noah - but at
the time, only Noah was listening to God.

God told Noah to build an ark - a big boat. So Noah followed God's plan and built a boat that was one-and-a-half
football fields long. That's a huge boat! Noah's neighbours laughed at him because there wasn't any water in the
desert where they lived. But God told Noah that a great flood was coming. Noah tried to warn the people to change
their ways so that they could hear God too. But they wouldn't listen. They just kept on with their selfish lives.

God asked Noah to collect two of all the creatures of the earth and bring them into the ark. He also told the animals to
find Noah - so it wasn't hard for Noah to gather them together. Pairs of each kind of animal were put safely inside the
ark before it began to rain. Noah's wife, and his three sons, and their wives were also safe on the boat. When
everyone was aboard, God shut the door.

Noah and his family and the animals lived in the ark for seven days before the first rain drops fell. Then it rained for
forty days and forty nights. Soon the earth was covered with water. After it stopped raining, the water continued to rise
for 150 days. The ark landed in the mountain range of Ararat during the seventh month of the flood. God sent a big
wind and the waters began to evaporate. Noah and the floating zoo had to stay in the ark for several more months
while the earth slowly dried out.

Finally, Noah sent a raven out of the ark's window to look for land. The raven never returned. Noah waited another
week for the water level to go down and then sent a dove to do the same thing. The dove couldn't find a place to rest,
so it returned to the ark. Another week passed, and then Noah sent the dove out again. This time it came back with an
olive branch. Noah now knew that the water was low enough for a tree branch to show! When Noah sent off the dove
a week later, it didn't return. The dove had found a place to live - on dry land.

Altogether, Noah and his family and the animals lived on the ark for 1 year, 1 month, and 27 days! It was now time for
all the creatures and Noah's family to move off the ark. Noah and his family and the animals needed to start life over
again. After everyone left the ark, Noah prayed to God to thank Him for keeping them safe. Suddenly a bright rainbow
filled the sky. This was God's promise that He would never flood the earth again.



