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Our Reading Vision

At Parkhill Junior School, ourvisionistodeliveracreative andinspiring English curriculum that
opens children’s minds to a world of imagination. By being uncompromisingin our aspirations, we
endeavourto promote exceptional standards and expand every child’s potential for knowledge,
skillsand understandingin the areas of reading, writingand articulacy.

We aspire for every child toread widely and frequently; to become acritical readerand cultivate a
deep appreciation and lifelong love of reading. We intend for our pupils to become independent,
fluentand enthusiasticreaders who can use theirskills to access all otherareas of learning.

Through a carefully curated curriculum, using high quality texts that appreciate ourrich and varied
literary heritage, we aimto provide children with the chance to develop culturally, emotionally,
intellectually, socially and spiritually.

Parkhill’s Reading Tree

100 books to read by the end of Year 6

To ensure we are always promoting alove forreading, we have developed our own readingband called
the Parkhill Reading Tree. For this, we have compiled a listof 100 books which we aspirefor every childto read
before they leave Year 6. Through this grassroots approach to reading, we believe that children will be able
to build strong foundations throughout their time at Parkhill, which will enable them to grow as
passionate readers.

How it works?

Each year group has been assigned with 20 must-read books. Once a child hasread a book from the
list, the teacherwill stamp their Parkhill Reading Tree log. If achild completes all 20 books before
the end of the year, they are able to graduate onto the nextlist. If a childis unable to complete all 20
books by the end of the academicyear, thislistis simply carried forward to the nextyear. Children
will also be strongly encouraged to explore their own favourite genres/authors and read book of
theirchoice, alongsidethe compulsory list.

Why these books?

It is always difficult to write an exhaustive list of recommended books for people toread —what
books to include, which to leave off and whether they are age -appropriate. We have attempted to
take a number of well-known lists and customise them tofit the pupils at Parkhill Junior School.
Please remember, there are nosetrulesabout where abook belongsinterms of assigningittoa
yeargroup. Ourintentionis notto restrict or inhibit children’s reading, onthe contraryitisto ensure
that every child leaves Parkhill with rich diet of reading.

Each list has been carefully curated, to ensure there are books from arange of genresand diverse
cultures; covering various themes, societal issues and helping build empathytowards others.
Through the adventures and journeys the characters embark on, we hope that a piece of every book
will foreverremain with the children, as they help shape theiridentity and ever-growing sense of
self.
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Black Beauty
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Frankenstein The Goldfish Boy
By Lisa Thompson

Oranges in No Man's
Land
By Elizabeth Laird

Heroes of Olgmpus: The
Lost Hero
By Rick Riordan
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