
                                                                                

 

Reading at Parkhill Junior School 

 

At Parkhill Junior School, reading is taught using the VIPERS model, 

which focuses on developing key reading skills: Vocabulary, Inference, 

Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summarising. 

 Through engaging and diverse texts, children are encouraged to explore 

meaning, analyse language, and deepen their comprehension. Lessons are 

structured to build confidence in understanding and interpreting texts, 

while fostering a love for reading and critical thinking. The VIPERS 

approach ensures that pupils develop the skills needed to succeed in all 

areas of the curriculum and become lifelong readers.  

 

Session  1 
Monday 

Whole class reading: The class teacher and children read a chapter/extract 
out aloud together and discuss what it is about; clarifying unfamiliar 
vocabulary as they go. Class teacher will have new/challenging vocabulary 
identified beforehand to play quizzes/games to help clarify the meaning and 
also help children remember the words.  
By the end of the session, every children should summarise the chapter/extract 
to their partner through peer dsicussions. 

Session  2 
Tuesday 

Children to independently answer ‘retrieval’ and ’inference’ style questions 
based on the text in their comprehension book. Refer to the extract for evidence. 
 

Session  3 
Wednesday 

Children to independently answer ‘explain’ and ‘predict’ style questions based on 
the text in their comprehension book. Refer to the extract for evidence. 
 

Session  4 
Thursday 

DEAR – Drop Everything and Read 

Every Thursday afternoon, at 3:10pm, the whole school 'literally' drops 
everything and reads, purely for pleasure and entertainment. The children 
choose a class novel together, which the class teacher reads out aloud to them, 
bringing the characters and story to life! 
 

Session 5 Library 
Every class has a 30 minute timetabled slot within the week, to visit the school 
library where they participate in independent silent reading. They can take 
browse the books in the library and also take a book out on loan.  
 

 

 



 

 

Example of reading sessions 1-3: Chapter 6 of Silver Sword 

 

 


